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INTRODUCTION  

Can anyone believe that three months have passed this year already? 

With 2012 in full swing and the Easter break behind us Transport 
Connections is keeping busy with a handful of very significant projects, that 
address a diverse array of transport issues.  

FRANKSTON & MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
COMMUNITY TRANSPORT NETWORK (FMPCTN)  

 You’ll soon be seeing more of this logo around the Frankston and 
Mornington Peninsula region. 

If you have been keeping abreast with 
Transport Connections Projects you will 
remember that the FMPCTN pools together 
community agency transport resources and 
makes them available to other agencies or 
individuals who require transport.  With 9 

buses and 12 volunteer drivers who can drive their own vehicles, buses or 
client vehicles, the network is ready to fill transport requests. This is of 
course subject to bus and volunteer availability.  To date, we have had in 
excess of 60 requests for transport (from the start of March 2012) and have 
managed to accommodate most. As you can imagine we are actively 
recruiting additional volunteer drivers to meet demand. In particular need 
are volunteers in the Rye to Mount Martha area and the Westernport area 
of the Peninsula. Drivers are reimbursed on a per/km basis when using 
their own vehicle. Additional insurance also applies to people who use their 
vehicle to drive for the network.  

We would like to thank the following agencies for contributing their buses 
to the network: 

         Brotherhood of St. Laurence 

         Southern Villages Network Inc. 

         Vision Australia 

         Frankston City Council 
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         Peninsula Support Services 

         OzChild 

These agencies receive a cost recovery payment for their buses, whilst 
satisfying an identified community need. The buses are also covered by 
extra insurance, ensuring that in the event of an ‘at fault’ accident whilst in 
the networks use, replacement vehicles will be made available for up to 5 
weeks.  

We would also like to thank your funding partners, the Victorian State 
Government and Bendigo Bank for their financial contribution. We could 
not have reached this stage in our project without them.  

If anyone would like to participate in this truly innovative model of 
community transport, please visit our website and click on the ‘I want to be 
a volunteer’ tab under the big WELCOME sign. If you are an agency with 
spare capacity on your bus click on the contact me button.    
www.fmpctn.org  

‘GET ME TO CLASS’ MOBILE WEBSITE  

OK. So what’s a ‘mobile website’? You mean an ‘App’? Right? 

 

Well, no. An ‘App’ is specifically built for smart phones, is written in 
computer language and is more expensive to make.  A ‘mobile website’ is 
made to recognize the device it opens on, is cheaper to build because it is 
written in plain English and works best for the purpose we need it for.  

The ‘Get me to Class’ mobile website will enable student timetables to be 
integrated to the public transport ‘Metlink’ timetable, streamlining a 
student’s ability to source public transport on any given day of the week, 
ensuring they get to school on time. It is aimed at tertiary students, 
although I am sure all students will find it useful to some degree. It will also 
hook into GPS mapping and social media to coordinate informal car pooling 
between students. This site will be available for use by all students in the 
state. 

The Mornington Peninsula Shire will be lead agency, with the City of 
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Whittlesea, Shire of Cardinia, City of Casey and Shire of Melton all 
partnering up to see this project to fruition. RMIT University are building 
the mobile website and we have been very excited with their response to 
this project. We are also partnering up with other organisations like the 
Frankston Mornington Peninsula Local Learning and Employment Network 
who will assist us with marketing and distribution of information. 

Student focus groups are being formed now to participate in the shaping 
and testing of the site.  We envisage a test site to be made available by 
August 2012 for full release at the start of the 2013 academic year.  

If you know of any students who would like to be a part of our focus groups 
please contact me.  

SOUTHERN PENINSULA LIQUOR ACCORD  

  

  

  

After hours transport home from venues on the Southern Peninsula has 
been an issue for some time. With waits for taxis at an all time high (2.5 
hours not uncommon), and no public transport after 11.00 pm, venue 
patrons are finding it increasingly difficult to get home safely. Rosebud 
Police are attending disturbances too frequently. Responsible drinking 
means that you must arrange for a designated driver, taxi or some other 
means of getting home after a night out. Rosebud Police are advising that 
drink driving on the Southern Peninsula is at an all time high, with people 
across all age groups being pulled over with blood alcohol readings in 
excess of 0.05.  
  
Increasing the number of taxi licenses on the Peninsula or increasing the 
public bus hours of operation in the short term seems unlikely. A more 
immediate solution needs to be found.  
  
Transport Connections will be working with Rosebud police, venue owners 
and the Shire to brainstorm other possible transport solutions. Whilst it is 
early days yet, we will be suggesting various transport models to the 
Southern Peninsula Liquor Accord, with a view to shaping the most 
appropriate and coming up with a usable option to put in place for the near 
future.  
  
In the meantime, lobbying to government for an increase in taxi licenses 
and extended bus operating hours will continue by the Liquor Accord.  

  

TRANSPORT CONNECTIONS STEERING GROUP INVITATION 

The Transport Connections Program is lead by a ‘Steering Group’ whose members 
range from community organisations, government, public agencies and residents. 
As with any steering group we are all vulnerable to situations which arise in our 
personal or working life that limits our participation at meetings.  We are 
therefore looking from interested individuals who would like to join the Transport 
Connections Program ‘Steering Group’.  An interest in improving the situation of 
transport disadvantaged individuals and communities is required.  Representation 
from individual residents is encouraged. 

If you think you, or someone you know would be interested in participating in 
meetings that are held every two months at various locations on the Peninsula 
please contact me by email on Rita.Kontos@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Personal agendas will not be catered for or tolerated by the group.  
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MEETING DATES  

Our meeting dates moving forward are as follows: 

      Thursday June 7th 2012
 

      Wednesday August 8th 2012 

      Tuesday October 9th 2012 

      Monday December 3rd 2012 

You will have noticed the days are not constant. I am doing this so that 
everyone has a chance to participate, even if they are unavailable on one 
particular weekday. 

  

  

ABOUT US 

  

Transport Connections Program 

The Transport Connections Program (TCP) is a $22.8 million Victorian 
Government initiative that supports local people and organisations to work 
together to improve local transport and access to services for transport 
disadvantaged communities. 
The program has an important role in improving social and economic 
participation for communities in rural and regional Victoria. By identifying 
access and transport needs in these communities, TCP projects are able to 
provide local solutions.   

Transport Connections is led by the Department of Planning and 
Community Development, in partnership with Department of Human 
Services, Department of Health, Department of Transport and Department 
of Education and Early Childhood Development. 

Transport disadvantage in Victoria 
Transport disadvantage has been identified as a key factor contributing to 
social exclusion for a variety of different groups in Victoria.  
Access to transport is consistently rated by rural and regional communities 
as one of the most significant barriers to accessing services, employment 
and social networks.  
Research indicates there are specific groups who are more likely to 
experience transport disadvantage.  
These groups include: 

 people aged over 60  
 people living with a disability  
 people who are unemployed  
 students (at all levels)  
 children (0 to 5 years of age)  
 people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds  
 Indigenous people  
 lone parents  
 shift workers  

  

Page 4 of 5

05/04/2012file://C:\Documents and Settings\kontri\My Documents\ Transport Connections - Mor...You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com


  

  

Transport Connections – Projects 

DPCD fund 34 Transport Connections Projects throughout rural and 
regional/interface municipalities in Victoria.  

Local organisations such as councils and primary care partnerships are 
uniquely placed to deliver projects and initiatives that address transport 
disadvantage in their communities. The Department of Planning and 
Community Development provides funding and administrative support to 
these organisations. 
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