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SERVICE UPDATES 

Emergency Department Update 
Dr Jonathan Dowling, Acting Clinical Director of Emergency Services, would like to encourage GPs to call 

the Emergency Department Consultants for medical to medical handover, especially for those patients 

assessed by the GP as needing immediate care. 

 

Below are the current Emergency Department contact details which are also on our webpage. 

Emergency Care and Rapid Assessment Pathways - Peninsula Health 

 

Emergency Department Contact Numbers       
 
For GPs only to provide clinical handover for an unwell patient. 
Please Note: If your patient requires immediate attention (eg severely abnormal pathology or radiology 
results needing immediate attention, cardiac emergencies) please call the ED consultant for direct medical 
to medical handover to help ensure urgent assessment. 
 

Frankston Hospital ED Consultant Phone 9784 7196 

Frankston Hospital ED Fax 97842365. Please do not fax referrals to the Emergency 
Department without first speaking to the ED Consultant in Charge. Faxed referrals may not 
be immediately attended to. 

Rosebud Hospital ED Consultant Phone 0435129146 

 

Family Violence and Information Sharing 
 
GPs are now prescribed by State legislation to share relevant information with other Information Sharing 
Entities where it relates to family violence risk (Family Violence Information Sharing Scheme-FVISS) and 
child safety and wellbeing (Child Information Sharing Scheme-CISS). 
All of Peninsula Health is also now in scope under these schemes. 
 
Please go to our webpage to find more information and the request form to be used by Information 
Sharing Entities, including GPs, when requesting information from Peninsula Health. 
https://www.peninsulahealth.org.au/health-professionals/gp-liaison/family-violence/ 
 

https://www.peninsulahealth.org.au/health-professionals/gp-liaison/emergencycarepathways/
https://www.peninsulahealth.org.au/health-professionals/gp-liaison/family-violence/
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Maternity Services  
Urgent Referral Pathways 

Urgent referral pathways for pregnant women gave been update updated on the webpage. The gestational 
age for preferred referral to Women’s Health Unit rather than Early Pregnancy & Perinatal Assessment 
Service has changed to 16 weeks (from 20 weeks). 

https://www.peninsulahealth.org.au/health-professionals/gp-liaison/womens-health-shared-maternity-
care/ 

• >16 weeks pain and/or PV bleeding < 50mls which do not require emergency referral 

Women’s Health Unit 

Level 4 Frankston Hospital 24/7 PH 9784 7959 

• <16 weeks pain and/or bleeding which do not require emergency referral 

Early Pregnancy & Perinatal Assessment Service 9am-5pm 

Frankston Hospital Outpatient Area 1 0417 340535 

 

Coronavirus Vaccination in Pregnancy 

RANZCOG, and the Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) now recommend the 
following.  

• All pregnant women are routinely offered Pfizer mRNA vaccine (Cominarty) at any stage of 
pregnancy. This is because the risk of severe outcomes from COVID-19 is significantly higher for 
pregnant women and their unborn baby. 

• See Australian Government Department of Health COVID 19 Vaccination shared decision making 
guide for women who are pregnant or planning pregnancy 

 

 

 

 

https://www.peninsulahealth.org.au/health-professionals/gp-liaison/womens-health-shared-maternity-care/
https://www.peninsulahealth.org.au/health-professionals/gp-liaison/womens-health-shared-maternity-care/
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-shared-decision-making-guide-for-women-who-are-pregnant-breastfeeding-or-planning-pregnancy
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-shared-decision-making-guide-for-women-who-are-pregnant-breastfeeding-or-planning-pregnancy
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Hyaluronic acid Intra-articular injection for Basal Thumb Osteoarthritis 

Effectiveness of intra-articular hyaluronic acid compared to corticosteroid to treat basal thumb joint 
arthritis: a prospective, randomized, blinded clinical study. 

Please see the attached HAITOA documents if you would consider recommending any of your patients 
participate in a research study conducted by Peninsula Health on the intra-articular injection of hyaluronic 
acid compared with corticosteroid for basal thumb arthritis. The aim is to determine if the injection of 
hyaluronic acid into the first carpometacarpal joint leads to pain relief and increased function when 
compared with corticosteroid.  


