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group at Orwil Street Neighbourhood House and the 
AIDS quilt display at Cube 37.

What are your hopes for the future?
I hope that Peninsula Health’s lead will encourage 
other local organisations to consider GLBTIQ equity 
of access to their services. Frankston and the 
Mornington Peninsula are great places to live, but 
would be even better with some gay culture and 
more opportunities to connect. More rainbow stickers 
across the region would be a welcoming start!

Some new faces on the GLBTIQ CAG would be 
great, especially women.  You don’t have to make a 
commitment; just come along and see if you like the 
company and what contribution you can make.” 

Bisexual Alliance Victoria Inc
The Bi-Alliance provides a safe 
space where bisexuals can 
meet, make friends, talk about 
their experiences, and generally 
support each other.  

The Bi-Alliance holds three 
monthly discussion groups (Bi Chats) in Melbourne, 
Frankston and Geelong. The groups are for bisexual 
people; people who are unsure or questioning their 
sexuality, and their loved ones.  While these groups 
are primarily intended to help bisexuals, everybody 
is welcome. We use free venues, ideally with a 
private room, and buy drinks and food.  Each group 
is led by a facilitator, and has a simple set of rules 
so everyone feels safe. To find out more, visit http://
www.bi-alliance.org/ and click on the Events tab.

Creating the community I want to live in
GLBTIQ CAG member, Kathleen van der Weerden 
(above), explains what the group means to her.

“When I heard about the GLBTIQ CAG at Peninsula 
Health, I thought it was important to support the 
initiative. If not me, who? If not now, when? There 
is very little down this way that acknowledges our 
community or recognises our specific needs. Being 
part of the GLBTIQ CAG was a chance to bring about 
change and create the community I want to live in.

What’s it like being a member of the CAG?
Putting on events like the Peninsula Proud forums 
has been great fun. Volunteering on the Peninsula 
Health stalls at Carnival has been a way to meet 
people, and I’ve enjoyed the guest speakers like Dr 
Ruth McNair from the Australian Lesbian Medical 
Association. The GLBTIQ CAG keeps me in touch 
with what’s happening locally, like the community art 
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AIDS Memorial Quilt Exhibition
Some of the Memorial Quilts that remember those 
lost in the AIDS epidemic were on display at the 
Frankston Arts Centre last month. Two of the quilts 
are now on show in Peninsula Health’s Frankston 
Integrated Health Centre, upstairs in the open area. 
We will rotate the quilts over the next few months 
so you can view a variety of them. GLBTIQ CAG 
Members Noel Brown and Julian Conlon are pictured 
above with one of the quilts. Noel, who is also a 
member of the Victorian Quilt Project Committee, 
explained the importance of the Memorial Quilts.

“While these quilts celebrate the lives of people who 
died of AIDS several decades ago, they are still 
relevant today. We hope people will look at them and 
take on board the message that they can take steps 
to reduce their risk of contracting HIV.”

World Aids Day: getting to zero
In December 2013, members of our GLBTIQ CAG 
handed out red ribbons at Frankston Hospital to mark 
World AIDS Day 2013 – to raise awareness of HIV 
and show support for people living with HIV. 

The red ribbon is the international symbol of HIV 
awareness and support. The World AIDS Day 2013 
theme was Getting to Zero: Zero new HIV infections. 
Zero discrimination. Zero AIDS related deaths. 

We raised $206.65 which was donated to the David 
Williams Fund to support emergency financial 
assistance to people living with HIV who are 
experiencing financial hardship. Thank you to those 
who made a donation on the day. 

Report on same sex parented families
A 2013 research report on Same Sex Partnered 
Families in Australia reviews and synthesises 
Australian and international literature on same-
sex parented families. To read the report, 
go to http://apo.org.au/files/Research/AIFS_
SameSexParentedFamiliesInAustralia_Dec_2013.pdf

Have your voice heard
Participants needed 
The Department of Health is consulting with the 
GLBTIQ community to better understand the health 
and wellbeing issues experienced by this community. 
The Victorian Government acknowledges that while 
many GLBTIQ people live healthy, connected, 
happy and positive lives, the GLBTIQ population has 
significantly poorer health and wellbeing outcomes 
than other Victorians across a number of areas. To 
find out how you can take part in this consultation 
process, follow this link – http://www.health.vic.gov.
au/diversity/glbti-community2014.htm 

A proud welcome
Members of the GLBTIQ Community Advisory Group 
have been working with artist Michelle Shanti on a 
mosaic for the foyer of Mental Health Services at 
Frankston Hospital. The mosaic features the rainbow 
as a symbol of GLBTIQ pride. The colours reflect the 
diversity of the GLBTIQ community.

Did you know?
Currently, 5,500 Victorians live with HIV.

2 people are diagnosed HIV positive every 3 days


