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Overview
� Review what is known about sibling sexual abuse 

� Present material from the Sexual Assault Archival 
Study and the In-Depth Study of Sexual and Study and the In-Depth Study of Sexual and 
Family Violence  

� Discuss four case studies and themes  



I.  Sibling sexual abuse

� Most common form of intra-familial sexual abuse

� Typical dyad:  male offender/female victim (male-
male is one-fourth)

‘Opportunistic’, secretive, and on-going� ‘Opportunistic’, secretive, and on-going

� Shame for parents/guardians

� Negative effects on victims

� Disclosure a key problem

� Optimal responses 



II. Sexual Assault Archival Study

� Outcomes for all sex offences

� Elements of sibling sex abuse � Elements of sibling sex abuse 

� Legal and therapeutic responses



III.  In-Depth Study
� Detailed chronology of 14 conference cases of 

sexual and family violence

Comparison of four sibling cases� Comparison of four sibling cases

� Case 1:  Ben (14), Sharon (his mother), and Marie 
(his sister, 8)



IV. Themes 
� Offending and victimisation

1.  More to the story

2.  Home context of violence2.  Home context of violence

� Experiences and roles of victims’ mothers

1.  Responsibility for victimisation

2.  Vulnerable mothers ‘being there’ for both 

children 



Sharon
� He’s my son, and that’s been the worst part of this whole 

thing.   … [He] is right in that family circle … When it’s 
somebody who actually lives in your house, it is so much 
more difficult.  It changes everything.  And if you’ve got to more difficult.  It changes everything.  And if you’ve got to 
be there for both of them, it makes it really difficult.  

� The worst part of this for anybody … is having to tell your 
story so many times … [to Family and Youth Services] …   
I’ve been getting really fried with … me being asked time 
and time and time again [for a psych assessment].  I’m 
going, ‘look guys, you know you’ve got reports, read them’.



Joan
� [At the police interview], it was just so hurtful for me … 

having to hear what he’d done and hearing him actually 
confess for it, … and then having to come home and face 
my girls.  It was just, it was just really hurtful.  

� I don’t want to put blame on him because I think he’s had 
enough blame put on him.  I want him to know that his 
mum still loves him no matter what he does.  

� Some people say, ‘oh God, how do you do it?’  Well, I have 
to be here for Lucy, and I have to be there for Jack.  



V.  Closing Points
� Where there is physical violence in the home, 

there may be sexual abuse

� Work across the partner/family and sexual 
violence sectorsviolence sectors

� Sibling sexual abuse remains hidden even after it is 
‘discovered’

� Shame and confusion for all those affected 

� Holistic approach recommended

� Trade-offs between therapy for offenders and 
victims and justice for victims


