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Intersex Mayor – Out, Proud and Loud’. Jason Ball, 
Beyond Blue ambassador and former Aussie Rules 
Footballer spoke about homophobia in sport and 
about educating young people about homophobia.  

Six discussion tables gave people the opportunity 
to find out about topics such as same sex couples, 
IVF and falling pregnant, or to talk with others about 
transgender health. Some just came along to have a 
chat, catch up with friends, and enjoy a BBQ lunch.  

Peninsula Proud is an initiative of Peninsula Health’s 
GLBTIQ Community Advisory Group. This year 
marked the third and biggest Peninsula Proud yet. 

Peninsula Proud isn’t just a celebration of our 
community. It helps raise awareness of lots of issues 
faced by GLBTIQ people, and enables important 
discussions to take place.

Community Celebration Day
People from Frankston and the Mornington Peninsula 
did not have to travel far to be part of the activities for 
Midsumma Festival this year. 

Art Exhibition
Peninsula Proud opened on 20 January with an art 
exhibition at Cube 37 in Frankston. The exhibition 
ran until 7 February and showcased 27 community 
artworks which reflected the 2015 theme ‘People in 
your life…friends, family, community’. Also on display 
were six artworks from Living Positive Victoria’s 
recent ENUF exhibition, and six memorial AIDS quilts. 

The Celebration Day on 7 February was a great 
success, with more than 150 people attending and 
about 50 service providers.  

Key note speaker Tony Briffa JP, human rights 
activist and former Mayor of the City of Hobsons 
Bay, delivered an inspirational speech, ‘World’s first 

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and Queer Community Advisory Group  
(GLBTIQ CAG) provides advice to Peninsula Health on how to create inclusive, more welcoming 

environments and appropriate care and treatment services. The GLBTIQ CAG welcomes new members. 

Interested?   Phone Leanne Bruce at Peninsula Health on 9784 7990

Pictured left with one of the artworks:  
Bronwyn Lawman, Convenor GLBTIQ Community 
Advisory Group, with Julian Conlon, Community 
Chair GLBTIQ Community Advisory Group

 A slice of Rainbow Cake, anyone?
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IDAHOT Day
On 17 May we celebrate sexual and gender 
diversities with IDAHOT Day, the International Day 
against homophobia, transphobia and biphobia.  

The word is slowly spreading across the Mornington 
Peninsula that this day is a great opportunity to raise 
awareness of the challenges around homophobia, 
transphobia and biphobia. Keep your eyes on the 
flagpoles as many places will fly the Rainbow Flag. 
For the very first time the Rainbow Flag will be flying 
proudly at all of Peninsula Health’s sites.

Local LGBTIQ Action Group 
seeks members
The newly established Frankston Mornington 
Peninsula LGBTIQ Action group enables 
organisations and community members to engage 
in a coordinated approach to acknowledging, 
celebrating and including our local LGBTIQ 
communities. The meetings take place quarterly, and 
are action oriented.

More information
If you are interested in joining the group or for further 
information, please contact Seb Stewart

sebstewart@headspacefrankston.org.au 

Phone 03 8765 2626 Mobile 0405 963 361 

Why the Rainbow Flag? 
The Rainbow Flag has been around since its launch 
in California in the 1970s. Over the years it has seen 
a few changes from the original eight stripes to its 
current six colours.  

The original meaning ascribed to each of the colours, 
by its creator, artist Gilbert Baker, is depicted above. 
The colours also represent the diversity within the 
GLBTIQ community.

The flag as a symbol of gay pride saw a marked rise 
in use after the assassination of Harvey Milk, the 
openly gay San Francisco City Supervisor, in 1978. 

The flag and rainbow are now recognised worldwide 
as symbols of GLBTIQ pride.

Working towards better healthcare
GLBTIQ Community Advisory Group (CAG) 
member Ann explains what being a part of this 
group means to her.

I first heard about the 
GLBTIQ CAG from a friend 
and fellow Victorian Aids 
Council volunteer, Noel.  He 
kept telling me about this 
group he was a part of with 
Peninsula Health, and as I 
live in Frankston he suggested that I come along to 
a meeting. From the very first meeting I was hooked. 
I have always believed that timely access to good 
quality health care is important for everyone. This 
advisory group works on ways to improve health services 
for GLBTIQ people, and this is important for me.

What is it like being a member of the  
GLBTIQ CAG?
Attending the meetings is both engaging and 
interesting. I like being able to work with others to 
help Peninsula Health improve its quality of care to 
all people. The GLBTIQ CAG is involved in many 
different activities and is working towards a better 
model of health care that includes all people.

What are your hopes for the future?
My personal hopes are for my partner and myself to 
have a good quality long life together. I also hope for 
a life worth living for everyone. 

yellow : sunlight

green : nature

indigo/blue : serenity/harmony

orange : healing

red : life

violet : spirit


