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In 2011/12, Victoria Police responded to 50,382 FV incidents (23.4% increase from 
previous year).  

 

 

 

 

Family violence reporting to Victoria Police 



Of all the offences arising from 
family violence incidents reported 
in 2010/2011, 45.1% were 
assaults. 
 
After assaults, justice procedures 
and property damage were the 
most common types of offences to 
arise from family violence.  
 

Offences arising from family violence  



In 2011/12 police sought an intervention order at 17.4% of family violence incidents, 
and a FVSN at 8.4% of incidents. 

 

 

FVIOs and Charges Laid 



Relationship types  



Victoria Police FV Milestones 

• Code of Practice for the Investigation of Family Violence (2004) and 

update (2010) 

• Introduction of Risk Assessment and Risk Management Processes 

(including referrals) through use of L17 (2004) 

• Family Violence Advisor’s and Family Violence Liaison officers (2006) 

• Introduction of Holding Powers (2006) 

• Family Violence Protection Act (2008) 

• Violence Against Women and Children Strategy 2009-14 (following 

original (2002-2007) 

• Family Violence Unit’s/Teams (2006 onwards)  

Victoria Police Code of Practice Options Model   



In 2011/12: 

 

• 9.5% of AFMs, and 8% of perpetrators were aged 18 or under. These figures are 
consistent with the previous year.  

 

• The majority of the young people recorded as AFMs and prepetrators were aged 15-
18. 

 

• 5.7% of offenders processed for offences arising from family violence incidents were 
aged 18 or under. 

 

• Consistent with the adult population, the most commonly committed offences were 
assault and property damage. 

Family violence and young people 



Family violence and young people 

Victoria Police statistics are consistent with the findings of the Victorian Family Violence 
Database report 2012, noting that - 

 

•  rates of youth perpetration have remained relatively stable across the 11 years of the 
database, never varying beyond 2 percentage points 

 

• Females are more likely than males to be the victim of violence; with female and male 
adolescent perpetrators both more likely to be violent towards a mother than a father. 

 

Violence continues to be underreported across all types of family violence, and we 
continue to encourage people to report their experiences. It is acknowledged that this is 
difficult in relation to young people, especially where there is a perception that police may 
remove the child or take criminal action. 

 

 



How do Police Respond? 

ADULT UNDER 18 

Family Violence Safety 
Notice 

  

Holding Powers  

 
 

Application for Interim 
Intervention Order 

 

 
 

CIVIL ACTION 



REFERRALS 

 

• Based on the Code of Practice, every family violence incident has a referral, either 
formal or informal 

 

• Police will consider the protective needs of the adolescent (consider background 
or lead-up to current incident) 

 

• In Victoria, no state-wide service for adolescent perpetrators of family violence 
exists 

 

 

 

How do Police Respond? 



• Traditional family violence services are designed for an intimate partner violence 
dynamic 

 

• Increases in whole numbers of adolescent perpetrators, and the absence of a 
state-wide support system for young people makes them stand out 

 

• Limited options to address the range of issues that young people present with, 
and constructively engage to promote respectful relationships 

 

 

• Research Project on adolescent violence being conducted by Peninsula Health, 
Victoria Legal Aid and the City of Greater Dandenong, including interviews with 
Police members 

Where to from Here: The Service Gap 
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Detective Inspector Kerryn Hynam 

Family Violence Coordination Unit 

Crime Command 

Phone: (03) 9611 8774 


